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Faith:

1.  What is faith?  

Faith is a God-given force that, once received as a gift through our initial acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, becomes our personal responsibility to develop through a relationship with Christ as we learn to trust in God’s faithfulness to His Divine Character and His Word.
· Ephesians 2:8 AMP “For it is by free grace (God's unmerited favor) that you are saved (delivered from judgment and made partakers of Christ's salvation) through [your] faith. And this [salvation] is not of yourselves [of your own doing, it came not through your own striving], but it is the gift of God; 

· 2 Thessalonians 1:3 MSG “…Your faith is growing phenomenally; your love for each other is developing wonderfully...”

· Romans 4:19-20 KJV “And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb:  (20)  He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God.”

2. Where does faith come from?
Faith in God only comes from a foundation of revelation of God’s faithfulness.  
· Hebrews 11:1 MSG “The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life worth living. It's our handle on what we can't see.”

· Hebrews 11:11 KJV “Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.”
3. How does faith come? 

The foundation for faith comes from God’s written Word, the Bible, as we hear it preached and taught, then through personal study, reflection and meditation.  Its first activation in our lives results from our personal, intimate decision to believe following an illumination of God’s Word, His truth to us.  Without the anointing of the Holy Spirit, God’s Word is mere “intellectual words.” 

· Romans 10:17 AMP “So faith comes by hearing [what is told], and what is heard comes by the preaching [of the message that came from the lips] of Christ (the Messiah Himself).”

· 1 Timothy 4:15”KJV “Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all.”

· Psalms 1:2-3 MSG “Instead you thrill to GOD's Word, you chew on Scripture day and night.  (3) You're a tree replanted in Eden, bearing fresh fruit every month, Never dropping a leaf, always in blossom.”
· John 16:13-14 AMP “But when He, the Spirit of Truth (the Truth-giving Spirit) comes, He will guide you into all the Truth (the whole, full Truth)…  (14)  He will honor and glorify Me, because He will take of (receive, draw upon) what is Mine and will reveal (declare, disclose, transmit) it to you.

4. What is faith’s function?

The purpose of faith is to bring us into fellowship with God.  In that relationship there is His promise to us of “everything that pertains to life and godliness .”  Through faith we begin to have fellowship with Him, i.e. we enter into the ability to share with Him all that is in His grace towards us.*  
· 2 Peter 1:3-4 AMP “For His divine power has bestowed upon us all things that [are requisite and suited] to life and godliness, through the [full, personal] knowledge of Him Who called us by and to His own glory and excellence (virtue).  (4) By means of these He has bestowed on us His precious and exceedingly great promises, so that through them you may escape [by flight] from the moral decay (rottenness and corruption) that is in the world because of covetousness (lust and greed), and become sharers (partakers) of the divine nature.”
*While many Christian doctrines differ as to what specifically God’s grace affords, there is agreement within all Christian doctrines, that whatever we are able to receive from God comes through His grace to us

5. How is faith released?

Faith is always released through words.  The scriptures teach us that faith is all about words.  Integrity, both God’s and man’s, is by its nature connected to words.  Contracts are all about enforcing integrity.  Therefore, they consist of words.  A contract avows the integrity of that which has been uttered in agreement.  God’s Word to us is in very fact based upon an agreement.  God covenanted with Abraham certain promises and stipulations, then ratified it concisely, and with more finality, in Jesus’ precious blood of the New Covenant. 

God’s faith is released and inherent in His Word(s).  When God speaks, and releases the force of faith, he has confidence in His own integrity, and thus releases His “faithfulness” in that which he speaks.  The faith of God is different than our own faith in this way:  Our faith must be in Him, not in ourselves, whereas, His faith is the result of His own integrity, and decision to be faithful.  “Faithful” means “true fidelity.”  Fidelity is a word meaning,” trustworthy.”  God has taken steps to prove His allegiance to His own faith, in fact, He has released His faith for the fulfillment of His promises through an oath upon Himself as God:
· Psalms 138:2 AMP  “I will worship toward Your holy temple and praise Your name for Your loving-kindness and for Your truth and faithfulness; for You have exalted above all else Your name and Your word and You have magnified Your word above all Your name!”

· Hebrews 6:13-18 AMP “For when God made [His] promise to Abraham, He swore by Himself, since He had no one greater by whom to swear… (17)Accordingly God also, in His desire to show more convincingly and beyond doubt to those who were to inherit the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose and plan, intervened (mediated) with an oath.  (18)  This was so that, by two unchangeable things [His promise and His oath] in which it is impossible for God ever to prove false or deceive us, we who have fled [to Him] for refuge might have mighty indwelling strength and strong encouragement to grasp and hold fast the hope appointed for us and set before [us].”
Therefore, it is in this “indwelling strength and strong encouragement” that we find the “force” of faith, and through which we release words filled with this quality of faith in God.  What we are speaking outwardly comes from the faith we have received inwardly as a result of trusting in His faithfulness.  This release of faith begins with salvation, our acceptance of Christ, then it carries over into all that God has promised us through that acceptance of Him. That is what is explained in the following scriptures:

· Romans 10:6-10 AMP “But the righteousness based on faith [imputed by God and bringing right relationship with Him] says, Do not say in your heart, Who will ascend into Heaven? that is, to bring Christ down;  (7)  Or who will descend into the abyss? that is, to bring Christ up from the dead [as if we could be saved by our own efforts]. [Deut. 30:12, 13.]  (8)  But what does it say? The Word (God's message in Christ) is near you, on your lips and in your heart; that is, the Word (the message, the basis and object) of faith which we preach, [Deut. 30:14.]  (9)  Because if you acknowledge and confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and in your heart believe (adhere to, trust in, and rely on the truth) that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  (10) For with the heart a person believes (adheres to, trusts in, and relies on Christ) and so is justified (declared righteous, acceptable to God), and with the mouth he confesses (declares openly and speaks out freely his faith) and confirms [his] salvation.”
· 2 Corinthians 4:13 AMP “Yet we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, I have believed, and therefore have I spoken. We too believe, and therefore we speak, [Ps. 116:10.]”
6. How does faith become active and produce results?
Faith is a force which makes the divine power of Almighty God available.  For instance the Apostle James tells us, James 5:15-16 AMP “And the prayer [that is] of faith will save him who is sick, and the Lord will restore him… The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power available [dynamic in its working].”

Remember that faith is the product of believing God’s Word.  Faith consists of laws (constant principles) much like the laws of nature are constant principles.  Gravity consists of physical properties which make up physical forces.  Much in the same manner, spiritual forces consist of constant principles, otherwise they could not be sure and certain to all who might believe.  Faith demands confidence that something actually exists in the spiritual realm that cannot be contacted with our natural senses.  Yet, we must with complete confidence, believe in its existence.  Therefore, it must be available with constant certainty.  That is the very basis of faith, confidence, sureness and steadfastness in principle and fact.  Anything short of that will produce enough doubt to short circuit the force of faith.  Peter saw the winds and waves while walking on the water and began to sink.  Once he was safe back in the boat, Jesus retorted, “why were you afraid, wherefore did you doubt?”
Therefore, faith demands proof of “constancy of belief,” even in the face of an arguable natural contradiction.  You can’t just say, “I have faith,” and it be accepted in the realm of the spiritual force of faith.  In the law of faith there is an assumption that you could produce what sounds like faith but which actually is not the real thing.  Faith insists on the belief being the real thing.  Therefore, it requires “actions of faith.” 

· James 2:14-20 KJV “What does it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works?  Can faith save him?  (15)  If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, (16) And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding you give them not those things which are needful to the body; what does it profit?  (17)  Even so faith, if it has not works, is dead, being alone.  (18)  Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works.  (19)  You believe that there is one God; you do well: the devils also believe, and tremble.  (20) But wilt you know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?”

· James 2:17 AMP “So also faith, if it does not have works (deeds and actions of obedience to back it up), by itself is destitute of power (inoperative, dead).”
The “constancy of belief” is both tested and developed as one walks out his/her faith.  Each action provides the basis for a foundation of proof of faith.  As the battle of the mind is overcome step by step, the force of faith comes closer to completion.  Much like a circuit of electricity, a combining of the spiritual (believing with the heart) and natural actions in reliance upon that belief produce both the “positive (believing) and negative (corresponding actions)” aspects of the circuit.  With the completion of the corresponding actions, faith specific to what was desired and believed, is made perfect, and the things for which faith was released is supernaturally physically manifested.

· James 2:22 AMP “You see that [his] faith was cooperating with his works, and [his] faith was completed and reached its supreme expression [when he implemented it] by [good] works.”
· James 2:22 WNT “You notice that his faith was co-operating with his actions, and that by his actions his faith was perfected.”
The scripture gives us insight into how to walk out our faith until we see manifestation of it in the physical natural realm.

· Hebrews 10:35-36 AMP “Do not, therefore, fling away your fearless confidence, for it carries a great and glorious compensation of reward.  (36) For you have need of steadfast patience and endurance, so that you may perform and fully accomplish the will of God, and thus receive and carry away [and enjoy to the full] what is promised.”
So we see that we must perform actions within the will of God to bring forth the completion of our faith and see the manifestation.  But how are we to accomplish this?  How are we to know the will of God, the actions necessary to bring our faith to completion and manifestation?  The answer lies in a greater reliance upon the person of The Holy Spirit.

· Ephesians 5:14-18 AMP “Therefore He says, Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall shine (make day dawn) upon you and give you light. [Isa. 26:19; 60:1, 2.]  (15)  Look carefully then how you walk! Live purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as the unwise and witless, but as wise (sensible, intelligent people),  (16)  Making the very most of the time [buying up each opportunity], because the days are evil.  (17)  Therefore do not be vague and thoughtless and foolish, but understanding and firmly grasping what the will of the Lord is.  (18)  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but ever be filled and stimulated with the [Holy] Spirit. [Prov. 23:20.]”
· Ephesians 5:17-18 MSG “Don't live carelessly, unthinkingly. Make sure you understand what the Master wants.  (18)  … Drink the Spirit of God, huge draughts of him.”

You see then, a greater development of our relationship with the Holy Spirit is necessary to walk in this realm of faith’s success.

Later we will examine how this will be affected by the greater anointing of God’s glory during The Day of Jehovah Tsaba.  But first, we must explore and be certain of our understanding of all that is associated with the principles of faith in God. 

Next, we will examine the nature of God’s “grace” and its relationship to the principles of faith.
Grace:

1. What is grace? 
Grace at its most fundamental level means “favor.”  It comes from a Hebrew root, “chânan,” meaning, “to bend or stoop in kindness to an inferior.”  This is the word used in Old Testament scripture, “Noah found favor in the sight of the Lord.”  The Hebrew mind sees this in the context of “a gift or granting,” with the gift producing the “favor.”  To the Hebrew, therefore, such favor may not be earned, however, the gift could be the “reward” of a prior condition, or a benefit freely granted from a pleading for pity or mercy on the part of the recipient.  In Noah’s case, he was gifted with God’s action of kindness (grace) because he was without the genetic defect found in remaining human society from the perverted copulation of seed between the satanic fallen angels and the “daughters of the sons of men,”  thus his human nature was that of a just man, and he “walked with God,” as explained in the biblical account of Noah’s flood:  Genesis 6:8-9 KJV “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.  (9) … and Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.”
In the case of God’s grace to humanity, it comes from a decision in God’s heart (His fore-ordained plan and purpose) to extend to humanity what was lost in Adam’s transgression, and is made available on a personal (i.e. person by person) level as a “reward” granted in return for our belief and acceptance of His Son, Jesus Christ, as the sin-sacrifice for Adam’s failure, including the resultant “state of sin,” spiritually inherited within the “Adamic” human condition.  Jesus is God’s offering of grace, as Jesus said, “Because you believed on me, and that I came out from God.” (John 16:27)
God’s grace is His favor expressed through tangible, valuable bestowments (gifts or provisions) Here is a list of “grace provisions” found within respective Christian doctrines of various groups with the Christian Church, believed to be available in God’s grace to those who have accepted Jesus Christ:

A. Spiritual blessings –

· Eternal life – receiving the life of Christ through the New Birth (an inner conception resulting from the seed of God’s Word and an interaction of the Holy Spirit), resulting in His indwelling presence – Christ in us. 
· Promise of eternal abode with God
· Inner (soul) peace - the ability to feel a oneness with God

· Revelation of the Love of God

· Righteousness – depending on the doctrinal belief, this may the ability for one to live in God’s presence without the sense of guilt, condemnation or inferiority.  

· Spiritual influence from the Holy Spirit to overcome sin, weakness and spiritual failure
· The work of the Holy Spirit to assist the believer in his/her relationship with God

· The baptism of the Holy Spirit, through a spiritual immersion of faith, and His subsequent indwelling presence and power for service – the Holy Spirit manifesting a number of divine gifts through those who receive this baptism of power, such gifts being manifested in nine categories of supernatural service (I Corinthians 12::
· Word of wisdom

· Word of knowledge

· Faith  (Special gifting of faith for special times of service to God)

· Gifts of healings

· Miracles

· Prophecy

· Discerning of spirits

· Tongues

· Interpretation of tongues

B. Temporal/physical blessings

· Physical peace of mind
· Divine help during difficult or troubled circumstances

· Supernatural healing and miraculous occurrence both for personal help and for service for God to others
· Divine Health with promised quality and lengthening of life

· Promises related to seed-faith – a concept of “sowing and reaping” – A belief that in addition to the natural laws of sowing and reaping, instituted by God at the time of creation, and renewed with mankind after the flood of Noah, that the scripture also directly parallels those laws with promised principles of “giving and receiving,” e.g. 
· 2 Corinthians 9:6-10 AMP (6)  “[Remember] this: he who sows sparingly and grudgingly will also reap sparingly and grudgingly, and he who sows generously [that blessings may come to someone] will also reap generously and with blessings.  (7)  Let each one [give] as he has made up his own mind and purposed in his heart, not reluctantly or sorrowfully or under compulsion, for God loves (He takes pleasure in, prizes above other things, and is unwilling to abandon or to do without) a cheerful (joyous, ``prompt to do it") giver [whose heart is in his giving]. [Prov. 22:9.]  (8)  And God is able to make all grace (every favor and earthly blessing) come to you in abundance, so that you may always and under all circumstances and whatever the need be self-sufficient [possessing enough to require no aid or support and furnished in abundance for every good work and charitable donation].  (9)  As it is written, He [the benevolent person] scatters abroad; He gives to the poor; His deeds of justice and goodness and kindness and benevolence will go on and endure forever! [Ps. 112:9.]  (10)  And [God] Who provides seed for the sower and bread for eating will also provide and multiply your [resources for] sowing and increase the fruits of your righteousness [which manifests itself in active goodness, kindness, and charity]. [Isa. 55:10; Hos. 10:12.” 
Proverbs 11:24 AMP  “There are those who [generously] scatter abroad, and yet increase more; there are those who withhold more than is fitting or what is justly due, but it results only in want.”
· The blessing of Abraham, a promise to the Jews, now exists as a part of the blessing of promise to those who are in Christ Jesus. (Deuteronomy 28 /Galatians 3:13,14)
Those who hold to the Christian doctrine that all of the above are inherent in the grace of God, available to believers in Christ, consider themselves “Full-Gospel,” a term heard within the” Pentecostal/ Charismatic/ Word of Faith” Christian movements.  Other Church denominations may believe some of the above doctrines, yet reject others as not a provision of God’s grace, or in some instances, believed to be heretical. 

2. Where does God’s grace come from?

Grace comes from God’s heart of love, and thus He has instituted it in His Throne.  The very nature of God includes a special love and grace for his human creation.  Grace to humanity has always come out of His love for them.  John 3:16 “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him will not perish, but have everlasting life.”

3. How does God’s grace come?

God’s Grace comes by means of our saying “Yes!” to His invitation, “…that whosoever believes in Him (Jesus) will not perish, but have everlasting life.”

The Greek word translated “life,” as found in Apostle John’s writing, is the word, ”Zoe.”  In this context, the world “life” means, “life real and genuine, a life active and vigorous, devoted to God, blessed, in the portion even in this world of those who put their trust in Christ, but after the resurrection to be consummated by new accessions (among them a more perfect body), and to last eternally.”
This life comes from being “saved,” through acceptance of Christ who came to bring us eternal salvation.

As used in New Testament scripture, it is the Greek word “sozo:”

 sōzō  Thayer Definition: 1) to save, keep safe and sound, to rescue from danger or destruction

1a) one (from injury or peril) 1a1) to save a suffering one (from perishing), i.e. one suffering from disease, to make well, heal, restore to health 1b1) to preserve one who is in danger of destruction, to save or rescue 1b) to save in the technical biblical sense 1b1) negatively

1b1a) to deliver from the penalties of the Messianic judgment 1b1b) to save from the evils which obstruct the reception of the Messianic deliverance

God’s grace, His love and favor,  is inherent in this “new life” found in our acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord, and our subsequent salvation, in which our old spirit is taken from us, and a new spirit is created by the incorruptible seed of God’s Word within us, producing a “new creature” in Christ, giving us sonship of God with Christ.

· 1 John 3:1-2 AMP  SEE WHAT [an incredible] quality of love the Father has given (shown, bestowed on) us, that we should [be permitted to] be named and called and counted the children of God! And so we are! The reason that the world does not know (recognize, acknowledge) us is that it does not know (recognize, acknowledge) Him.  (2)  Beloved, we are [even here and] now God's children; it is not yet disclosed (made clear) what we shall be [hereafter], but we know that when He comes and is manifested, we shall [as God's children] resemble and be like Him, for we shall see Him just as He [really] is.
Grace comes through the activity of our faith.  Remember, that while faith is given as a gift of God in salvation, it is developed through our own personal intimate relationship with it (faith) and our relationship with God through the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, in every sense, grace comes through our faith walk.

4. What is grace’s function?

God’s grace comes to bring to us all that the Father has placed in His Divine Throne.  Every plan, purpose and will that the Father God has designed for our lives, is backed by His Throne.  Someone has said, “Faith brings us to God, grace brings God to us!”  

· Ephesians 2:8 AMP  For it is by free grace (God's unmerited favor) that you are saved (delivered from judgment and made partakers of Christ's salvation) through [your] faith. And this [salvation] is not of yourselves [of your own doing, it came not through your own striving], but it is the gift of God.”

Mercy:

1. What is Mercy?

In its most basic form, mercy is extending one’s goodness beyond what one has obligated oneself to do.  When God created man, He did so because He loved the concept – the idea of having someone with whom to fellowship.  He poured His love out upon Adam in every conceivable way.  God’s love for Adam produced “grace.”  Grace is “favor expressed through tangible, valuable bestowments (gifts or provisions).   

Although God gave to Adam His grace-gifts, He also introduced him to the concept of the knowledge of good and evil.  His “grace” provided that as long as Adam did not partake of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, He would live in a kind of innocence, nothing that any adversary could do would work to steal that innocence from him.  His flesh would be so innocent that he would not be tempted to do evil, and therefore would live in a perpetual state of righteousness.  He warned Adam that the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, if eaten would kill him.  Therefore Adam never considered eating of the tree, he didn’t even consider it “good for food.”  “…when the woman saw that the tree was good (suitable, pleasant) for food and that it was delightful to look at, and a tree to be desired in order to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she gave some also to her husband, and he ate.” (Genesis 3:6)  

Adam and Eve “fell from grace.”  They failed of the grace which God had freely given them.  When this occurred it introduced mankind to God’s “justice and judgment.”  He wasn’t just a God of “goodness.”  He also had within His divine character a severity which could bring wrath.  “For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.  (22)  Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off [from God’s grace-gifts].“  Romans 11:21-22 KJV 

2. Where does mercy come from?

It is important to remember that God is not obligated to give mercy.  By its very definition, mercy does not come from an obligation.

When Adam sinned, God extended Himself beyond what He had obligated Himself to do – that is “mercy.”  Once Adam ate of the Tree, God’s judgment was “death.”  When God spoke to Adam that in the day he ate of the Tree he would die, it did not include, “death – but you will get another opportunity to live.”  It was just “death.”  But God loved Adam.  It was God’s love that had originally produced His grace-gifts to Adam.  And it is that part of His nature and character – love that also produced “mercy.”  God extended Himself beyond what He had obligated Himself to do – He gave Adam (אדם   'âdâm - mankind) another chance at life.  That is “mercy.”  He announced that He would send one who would provide a unique victory over Adam’s sin. He put into motion the birth of His Son, Jesus, who would in a distant time make the sacrifice, paying the penalty for Adam’s sin, and bringing mankind another opportunity to live once again – a picture of God’s mercy.  

God’s mercy continues to be extended in our daily lives in many situations.  But, as God is not obligated to grant mercy, the question arises, “Exactly when and how does He grant it?”
3. How does mercy come?

Although God is not obligated to grant mercy, there are biblical principles revealed in scripture which give us insight into what causes God’s love to extend Himself beyond what He has obligated Himself to do. 
Just looking at examples of God’s mercy in the scripture does not give us the insight we need into how mercy comes from God.  We see it happen, but they do not reveal the “how” of it.  Why does God sometimes grant mercy, thus restoring someone to His grace-provision, and others wind up receiving His judgment and wrath?  Why one, and not the other?  It is for this reason that understanding the “how” of mercy is a very valuable lesson.

In the Old Testament period, the “how” remained a mystery.  Looking back at OT scripture, in light of what we now know in New Testament revelation, we can see certain principles developing in revelation concerning God’s mercy.   Once such revelation is that God gives special consideration to those who give to the poor.  It is obvious that God, living in all His glorious splendor, has a special heart for those in poverty.  This consideration results in mercy.  Notice in the examples which follow, there is no mention of righteousness connected to the special blessings afforded those who give to the poor.  

A. For example, In Psalm 41:4, David says, “Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble.  (2)  The LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive; and he shall be blessed upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies.  (3)  The LORD will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness.  (4)  I said, LORD, be merciful unto me: heal my soul; for I have sinned against thee.”
B. Proverbs 22:9 MSG  tells us, “Generous hands are blessed hands because they give bread to the poor.”  
C. In the Book of Acts, we again see this principle special attention paid to those who give to the poor.  This is in reference to a gentile by the name of Cornelius.  An angel appeared to him and declared, “…thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.”  The word, “alms,” in the Greek is ἐλεημοσύνη  eleēmosunē - meaning mercy and pity for the poor.  
 In the New Testament, however, with His planned advent of New Creation sons (and daughters), He began giving more certain light on principles which He observes that determines when and how He grants mercy.
Jesus spoke openly in His Sermon on the Mount”
Matthew 5:7 AMP  Blessed (happy, to be envied, and spiritually prosperous--with life-joy and satisfaction in God's favor and salvation, regardless of their outward conditions) are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy!
Notice!  The “merciful” shall obtain mercy.  These words bring a kind of constancy to the matter.    If you want God to “extend Himself beyond what He is obligated Himself to do,” then you should, “extend to others beyond what you are obligated to do” for them.  

The God-principle is: Mercy to others breeds mercy from God to you.  This explains why, in our Old Testament examples given, righteous living is not mentioned with regards to being “blessed of God,” in those cases where they were generous to the poor.  Certainly righteous living has its blessings, but the specific blessings mentioned in both Psalms and Proverbs previously, were the direct result of special grace from God.  That “special grace” came through God’s mercy to them for their special mercy and compassion to the poor.

The Apostle James calls mercy, “the law of liberty.”  The use of his term, “liberty,” denotes that you have the ability to be in control – of what?  How much mercy you receive from God.  

James 2:12-13 WNT  “Speak and act as those should who are expecting to be judged by the Law of freedom.  (13)  For he who shows no mercy will have judgment given against him without mercy; but mercy triumphs over judgment.”
You will notice then two important principles in the above verse:

A. God’s lets us choose the access and level of mercy we receive from Him.  It is called the “law of liberty.”  We choose!  Our mercifulness breeds God’s mercy.

B. Mercy, when received from God, triumphs over judgment.  Therefore, we do not get what we deserve, rather we get blessed no matter the criteria we have met otherwise.
4. What is mercy’s function? 
James 1:15 AMP declares, “evil desire, when it has conceived, gives birth to sin, and sin, when it is fully matured, brings forth death.“   It is important to note here that this scripture is written to Christian believers.  Just as God revealed to Adam the danger of the Tree in the Garden of Eden, even so, he tells us as believers, “Giving in to evil desires impregnates a seed of sin, with its destructive forces, into your natural life.”  Sin is cycle of destructive forces – that is God’s message to the believer.  Sin destroys if you do not deal with it before it reaches the end of its cycle .  Therein is our need for Mercy, because we have all sin and come short of the glory of God.  

Sin in its basic definition is, “to miss the mark.”  It is Mercy’s function to make up the difference.  We usually categorize sin as committing an evil act.  But sin is really “missing the mark” of perfection.  Therefore, we are in constant need of God’s mercy.  Mercy’s function is to “pay no attention to our missing the mark of perfection.”  God’s mercy, when extended, treats us as though we were perfect.  Blessings come for healing, even when are faith was not perfect.  Financial blessing are granted even though we may have not acted with perfect principles of wisdom which promises prosperity.  Special gifts of peace may come from God even though we have not kept our minds perfectly focused on God’s faithfulness to keep us.  (Isaiah 26:3 KJV  “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.”)  

Mercy’s function is to triumph over our failures.  When we come short… He comes through for us anyway.  That is the glory of God’s mercy!

So what is the advantage of these principles in The Day of Jehovah Tsaba?  

Since The Day of Jehovah Tsaba is a day in which God bends or stoops over with special mercy for an entire generation, then how will these principles of faith contribute during this special period of God’s grace?  Will those who know these principles of faith, grace and mercy have any advantage?  
Consider this:  the glory of God, represented by a staggeringly greater anointing upon all of His works in the earth is what will make the difference.
As you reach out in faith to trust God’s word, and call upon his grace provisions – there will be an anointing of God’s power in greater measure than has been seen since Jesus’ own ministry.  John, writing about Jesus, proclaimed, “For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.  - John 3:34 KJV  
In the book of Acts, Luke wrote,  “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.”  - Acts 10:38 KJV  
God gave a greater anointing to Jesus while he was here in the earth… “without measure… with the Holy Ghost and with power.”

We who have God’s Word, and have received the enduement of power, have still struggled because of a lack of a greater anointing.  

God is going to bring His glory into the earth with measureless power, an anointing upon His people that will accelerate every action they take using their faith, reaching out to accept God’s grace-provisions, and God’s acts of mercy will be both quantitatively and qualitatively increased in every aspect of His works in and through the Church.  Get ready for increase of God’s anointing!  God foretold of a time when he promised, ““But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD.” - Numbers 14:21 KJV  

Imagine, an opportunity to minister to a sick or oppressed one, and when you arrive, God’s presence and anointing arrived before you, charging the air with preparation for  your arrival.  You speak… you declare… you lay your hands upon… you obey God’s voice which will be clearer than  you could ever have imagined, and as you speak, the “dynamo of God” suddenly creates miracles.  The sick one is healed, others present suddenly are drawn for you to minister to them, and miracles are done at your amazement!  Why will this occur?  You will see it happen as you take the steps of faith which you have learned, and the measure of power astounds you.  You will know that it is not “who you are,” but rather “who you are representing,” as He works through His name, in and through you.  This will fulfill the scripture, “However, we possess this precious treasure [the divine Light of the Gospel] in [frail, human] vessels of earth, that the grandeur and exceeding greatness of the power may be shown to be from God and not from ourselves.”  - 2 Corinthians 4:7 AMP   The Message Translations reads, “If you only look at us, you might well miss the brightness. We carry this precious Message around in the unadorned clay pots of our ordinary lives. That's to prevent anyone from confusing God's incomparable power with us.”  Both you and they will shout, “Look what the Lord has done!”

For The Day of Jehovah Tsaba, and the period of God’s most glorious anointing in the earth, during which the most important thing for success is “to show up where God is moving!” there are two primary faith-keys to remember:

1. Faith’s capacity to creatively envision, to believe and speak what God says -
According to the 1970-80s best- selling book, Like a Might Wind, as told by Mel Tari, in the Indonesian revival of the 1970s, the people had very little teaching about “faith.”  But when the glory of God came to their nation, God found a people of “simplicity.”  When God revealed Himself to them, they simply obeyed whatever He told them to do.  They acted on what God told them through the Holy Spirit, and the instructions of angels.  Many times they did so trembling with natural feelings of fear – but they ACTED!  And they were amazed and what God would do for them!  Developing your life by acting on God’s Word instead of natural reason, equips a believer to act on God’s Word, both His written Word, and also His speaking to us by the Holy Spirit within our hearts, or in manifestations of the Spirit, including visions and dreams, just as our Old and New Testament heroes did.   
2. Faith’s courage -
The single most important lesson given to Joshua when he took over the leadership of Israel was given to him in four separate lessons, each lesson reiterating the importance of courage.

· Deuteronomy 31:7-8 AMP  “And Moses called to Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong, courageous, and firm, for you shall go with this people into the land which the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall cause them to possess it.  (8)  It is the Lord Who goes before you; He will [march] with you; He will not fail you or let you go or forsake you; [let there be no cowardice or flinching, but] fear not, neither become broken [in spirit--depressed, dismayed, and unnerved with alarm].”
· Deuteronomy 31:23 AMP “And [the Lord] charged Joshua son of Nun, Be strong and courageous and firm, for you shall bring the Israelites into the land which I swore to give them, and I will be with you.”
· Joshua 1:5-7 AMP “No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.  (6)  Be strong (confident) and of good courage, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. “
· Joshua 1:5-7 AMP “Only you be strong and very courageous, that you may do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you. Turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.”
Your faith may have struggled in the past.  You may be currently facing times of having to “stand” in your victory, having not yet seen, but believing.  You may have often wondered, “How long must I keep believing.”  But get ready!  In the immediate future plan of God, He will consistently show up before you arrive with His excellent glory, and “You ain’t never seen noth’n like this before!”
1

