Prayer – Speaking the Will of God into the Earth Realm
-- Pastor Don Pickney

Glossary of Prayer Terms

The Petition -- Prayer is a method of petitioning God, with supplication, on legal grounds based solely on His will in accordance with His Word.  Thus, prayer, when spoken in faith, releases God’s will into the Earth to fulfill personal desires in a manner consistent with His purposes and plans.  1 John 5:14-15 AMP  “And this is the confidence (the assurance, the privilege of boldness) which we have in Him: [we are sure] that if we ask anything (make any request) according to His will (in agreement with His own plan), He listens to and hears us.  (15)  And if (since) we [positively] know that He listens to us in whatever we ask, we also know [with settled and absolute knowledge] that we have [granted us as our present possessions] the requests made of Him.”  The Lord’s Prayer also serves as a model to complete this process.
“What Things-soever You Desire” -- Prayer should be based on our desires, but yielded to his will, purpose and plan.  Mark 11:24 KJV  “Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”

When you pray, “Say...” – Prayer is an exercise to release the will of God into the earth through the force of faith.  It is called the “prayer of faith.”  Faith always does two things:  it believes in the heart, and speaks with the mouth.  It is the heart believe that makes the supernatural power available, but it is the speaking that releases it into the earth.  2 Corinthians 4:13 AMP  “Yet we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, I have believed, and therefore have I spoken. We too believe, and therefore we speak. [Ps. 116:10.]”
 Supplication -- Supplication (from the word “supple”) means to be “bendable and shapeable; to be yielded.”  In prayer, it means to seek God with a willingness to change our original purposes, thoughts, and plans to come into agreement with His.

“If it by thy will…” should be at the beginning not end of prayer.  The end of praying must culminate in “knowing” not “wondering” if it is God’s will.  You must believe that you received it “when you prayed.”  If you are yet uncertain whether or not it is His will, you are not ready for the petition part of your prayer.  1 John 5:14 KJV  “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us.”  You must continue supplications, including searching the Word of God, praying with the spirit (tongues), and yielding your heart to hear God’s specific direction.
The length of time in your prayer closet is determined by two things --   

1. The length of time taken in supplication, searching God’s Word, yielding to the Holy Spirit for guidance, and the length of time it takes to change our petitions to come into agreement with His directions to us.  
2. The actual time spent presenting the petition itself, settling with finality that it is granted to you, then accepting it with thanksgiving, followed by your AMEN.  Philippians 4:6 KJV  “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.” 
Thanksgiving -- While thanksgiving should always follow our prayer petitions as an act of possessing the answer, thanksgiving itself is not prayer.  Thanksgiving is a heart attitude, and may be done within your heart at any time, or with your mouth as a part of praying.   It is an action of the heart, which may or may not be succeeded by utterance in words.  Thanksgiving is an act of gratitude for that which has already been settled, not an act of faith for that which is yet to be.    
Tongues -- Speaking in tongues is a part of supplication.  Speaking in tongues is not petitioning.  When we know not how to pray as we ought… the Spirit itself makes intercession for us… to bring us into God’s will, purpose and plan [for how to pray!].  Therefore, tongues is not the end, but the beginning of prayer.  Tongues alone can not serve God’s purpose unless we succeed in releasing that plan into the earth through petitions and personal actions to carry out the plans.  Here is how we know that tongues is supplication to find the will and plan and purpose of God.  Romans 8:26-28 AMP  “So too the [Holy] Spirit comes to our aid and bears us up in our weakness; for we do not know what prayer to offer nor how to offer it worthily as we ought, but the Spirit Himself goes to meet our supplication and pleads in our behalf with unspeakable yearnings and groanings too deep for utterance.  (27)  And He Who searches the hearts of men knows what is in the mind of the [Holy] Spirit [what His intent is], because the Spirit intercedes and pleads [before God] in behalf of the saints according to and in harmony with God's will. [Ps. 139:1, 2.]  (28)  We are assured and know that [God being a partner in their labor] all things work together and are [fitting into a plan] for good to and for those who love God and are called [fulfilling and walking] according to [His] design and purpose.”
The Prayer Chamber -- The “prayer closet” or “prayer chamber” is not a specific place (although it is good to have a special room or private place), but rather a “purpose.”   God declares that He is “in secret” and “sees in secret,” but He “rewards openly.”  You might come and go oftentimes to and from the place of prayer without completing your purpose.  You should keep your prayer in your “prayer closet” until you have seen the manifestation of the answer.  Then it is appropriate to proclaim it from the housetops to all of your friends and neighbors.  God pays special respect to those who intimately keep the secret place of prayer.   Matthew 6:6 AMP  “But when you pray, go into your [most] private room, and, closing the door, pray to your Father, Who is in secret; and your Father, Who sees in secret, will reward you in the open.”
Your Pastor or Discipleship Leader -- It is appropriate for your Pastor, or one instructing you in God’s ways, to be included in the process of your praying.  They have authority in your life to be with you in your “prayer closet.”  God honors their working with you for your spiritual maturity.  
A Prayer Group -- Sometimes a prayer group is appropriate for this purpose as well, provided that the guidelines for the “prayer closet” are respected by the group.  After prayer, there should not be general conversation regarding it in the streets.  This diminishes the supernatural power of the “prayer closet.”  Example:  People attending a prayer meeting, then sharing with all their friends the experiences, thoughts and ideas about what took place there.  The flesh would like to glory… get in on it… and draw attention to yourself.  Resist getting in the flesh about anything pertaining to prayer.  Keep it between yourself (or selves) and God.  Let him manifest it openly.

Prayer is not Intercession. -- The Holy Spirit does not make intercession “through us,” in prayer, rather “for us.”  The Holy Spirit may move within us Himself to make intercession for us to understand God’s plan or purpose to help us with our prayer.  But He does not use us as intercessors.  Jesus is the Intercessor for all mankind.  Thus the Holy Spirit, Who comes not to speak of Himself, but to take the things of Jesus and reveal them to us, may make intercession move within us for intercession while we are in our prayer closet experience.   It is important to remember that in the Bible, no man was ever successfully able to stand as an intercessor, not Abraham, not Moses, not Daniel, nor Samuel.  God found “no man” able to be an intercessor for mankind in the earth, therefore he appointed that office to Jesus, and to Him alone.  Isaiah 59:16 KJV  “And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him.”  Isaiah 53:12 KJV  “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” 
The leaders and prophets of God were unable to succeed.  Jeremiah 7:16 AMP  “Therefore do not pray for this people [of Judah] or lift up a cry or entreaty for them or make intercession to Me, for I will not listen to or hear you.” 
Today, Jesus in Heaven, and the Holy Spirit, doing Jesus’ bidding, serves in the office of Intercessor.  While we have an important role, Intercession (representing mankind before the Father) is not one of them.  Hebrews 7:25 AMP  “Therefore He is able also to save to the uttermost (completely, perfectly, finally, and for all time and eternity) those who come to God through Him, since He is always living to make petition to God and intercede with Him and intervene for them.”
Prayer intimacy -- Think of prayer as “intimacy” with God.  You would not disrespect your intimacy with your spouse by speaking openly regarding the most intimate, perhaps sexual, time with your spouse.  Speaking openly about it would actually destroy the intimacy of it.  Apply that same principle to your prayer times with God.  God wants His prayer-time with you to remain intimately secret.

Fellowship with God the Father, the Lord Jesus, and the Holy Spirit – It is possible to fellowship with God while in your Prayer Closet to make a petition.  But like “thanksgiving,” fellowship may be done only in your heart (God sees the heart), as well as being incorporated into your prayer petition (in words), or even sharing with a friend.   I may just think, “God, you are so wonderful!,” and He is aware of it, and may respond, “My child, you are wonderful too!.”  But, I might also, while speaking in prayer to Him, say, “Father, you are so wonderful to have given this to me.”   The exact same thing could be applied to being thankful.  I might be driving down the street thinking in my heart, “God I know you are doing great things for me,” “Wow!  Look what you are doing in my life.”  God sees, knows, and appreciates all of these actions within my heart.  They do not release anything into this earth realm, they remain only in the spirit between God and me.  If I want them released into the earth realm, I will need to speak them.  
Fellowship and Thanksgiving Not As Intimate As Prayer -- Fellowship with God, and thanksgiving, is not as intimate as prayer and may be shared with others.  You might say to a friend, “I heard God say, ‘My child, you are wonderful to me!”  Or you might say to someone, “Look what the Lord has done for me!”  You might also say, “Praise God, I am so thankful that He answered my prayer in that way!”  
Praying for others – It is important to remember that our faith when praying, or supplicating and petitioning for others is God-ward.  Since a personal responsibility is placed on you to “receive” God’s blessing when praying for yourself, so it is with your friend for whom you are praying – they are not exempt from faith to receive God’s benefit.  You must either make contact personally with their faith, or encourage them to believe and receive God’s answer to prayer.  Their ability (or lack of it) to receive is significant.  When you are praying for others, you are making certain that God’s provision is being made available.  You are not in the “believing YOU receive” position of faith, nor can you stand before God to receive for them as an intercessor.  
Making God’s power available for others through prayer – . “The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power available [dynamic in its working].”  The difference in “supplicating” for others, verses attempting to “intercede” in their behalf, is in the proposed purpose of action taken.  When one attempts to “intercede,” they are trying to get results for another from God, whereas in “supplication,” one is merely seeking from God the direction needed for how to be of help to them.   Mr. Jones is in need.  Out of love and concern for Mr. Jones we seek God’s will concerning how we might be able to help him receive God’s help.  “Father,” we pray, “please reveal to us your will and direction, how we or others may be able to minister the help needed to him.”  We might even say, “Let healing come to him, in Jesus’ name.”  Does that mean that he will be healed?  We do not know because we do not have power over Mr. Jones’ will.  So you ask, then why pray?  Because, in so doing, we are moving God towards Mr. Jones through our faith and relationship with the Father.  But the Father, will not bypass Mr. Jones will, nor will He overlook unbelief or lack of faith on Mr. Jones part.  It is possible, that in praying for Him we touch God’s heart… his feelings for Mr. Jones.  If Mr. Jones has been exceptionally merciful and loving to others, God may deem it within His own sovereign will to reach out in special mercy to Mr. Jones.  Had we not made supplication for him, had we not moved God’s heart towards him, the power, expressed in terms of mercy to Mr. Jones would not have been available.  
God is a Person – God is in every sense a person.  Like us, He has feelings, desires, plans and purposes.  He does as it pleases Him when he wants to do something.  Of course, He will never withhold his goodness to those who please Him.  He will never go against His covenant Word to us.  His promises are sure, no matter how He feels, desires, plans or purposes.  If you, or Mr. Jones, stands firmly on God’s Word, having met the prerequisite of faith, God will, He must by His own sovereign oath, do what He promised.  
You can not know what God will do for another unless the Holy Spirit has revealed what He is going to do – Sometimes God will choose to reveal what will happen to another person for whom we have prayed.  In that case, you can act in faith, with full assurance of what will happen.  That is the blessing of walking with God – getting inside information regarding future occurrences.  In that case, you may speak boldly, proclaiming with assurance the outcome.  

Seeking a “point of contact.” – Dr. Oral Roberts coined the modern charismatic phrase, “point of contact.”  He recognized that in order to help others, he had to provide some point of contact with their faith.  For that to work, the person receiving help would need to be ready at the same moment he released his faith for them to receive help.  This may be accomplished through personal contact of prayer, or through a command of faith.  Acts 14:8-10 AMP  “Now at Lystra a man sat who found it impossible to use his feet, for he was a cripple from birth and had never walked.  (9)  He was listening to Paul as he talked, and [Paul] gazing intently at him and observing that he had faith to be healed,  (10)  Shouted at him, saying, Stand erect on your feet! And he leaped up and walked.”  Here is an example of a “point of contact” being provided – Paul simply connected his faith with the man’s faith and the result was a wonderful miracle.  
The following is an example of doing it right.  Some folks went to a man, made a connection with his faith,  joined their faith with his, and they all walked it out together, and received their miracle for him.  Matthew 9:2 AMP  And behold, they brought to Him a man paralyzed and prostrated by illness, lying on a sleeping pad; and when Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralyzed man, Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven and the penalty remitted. (6) …Get up! Pick up your sleeping pad and go to your own house.  (7)  And he got up and went away to his own house.” 
Point of Contact Important In Prayer – It is vital in prayer for another person that you find out their faith prior to expending your energy and time in prayer.  What are they believing?  Are they standing firm in faith or being spiritual lazy or constantly wavering?  Are they filled with thanksgiving to God, or are they habitually complaining and murmuring?  How you pray will be determined by these things.  Philippians 1:19 AMP  “For I am well assured and indeed know that through your prayers and a bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ (the Messiah) this will turn out for my preservation (for the spiritual health and welfare of my own soul) and avail toward the saving work of the Gospel.”  You can see that Paul is giving them a point of contact with his faith for them to join together with him and believe with him for God’s will and Paul’s desired expectancy. 
If you don’t have a clue to the faith of a person you do not know, nor have the ability to have personal contact, it would be better to just say, “Father, I don’t know these folks personally, but I make myself available to you in any way you might choose me to be involved.  Thank you father for your goodness and mercy extended to them.”  Then you cast the care over on the Lord, if He needs you to minister in their behalf, he will direct you.  If not, he will either direct someone else more closely tied to that person(s) who will be in a position to locate their faith.  
You should always pray in line with the faith of the person for whom you are praying.  If they are saying, “I believe God will get me to a doctor in time,” then you ask them if they believe that God will do it, and if they say yes, you pray accordingly.  If they are saying “God, you are my doctor, I need o other but your healing wings,” then you ask them, “Do you believe that God’s healing power is working in your body?”  If they say yes, then you pray accordingly.  Time is always of the essence.   It is the most precious commodity of life.  The time you spend is gone.  It can not be replaced, and how you used it will either show up on the positive or negative side of life’s ledger.  For this reason, prayer should be entered into wisely just as any other time spent.  Some people think that there are special “brownie points” for any time spent in prayer.  
Spirit Led Prayer – Like all other vehicles of God’s goodness, prayer works through faith.  It is important to be led by the spirit in everything you do, especially in prayer.  You may need to make a call to the person, or to those who know the individual for whom you are about to pray.  That may determine whether you pray for their success or that their success be curtailed.  For example, you hear that Hymenaeus’ ministry is on the skids.  Well meaning friends call or email you to join with them in prayer for the problems he is having to be reversed.  You do not understand the importance of being led by the Spirit, so you just rebuke the devil, take authority over the difficulties, and command them to go.  
You don’t realize that you are working against God’s will by being so presumptuous.   Were you to investigate before praying you might find, 1 Timothy 1:19-20 AMP  “Holding fast to faith (that leaning of the entire human personality on God in absolute trust and confidence) and having a good (clear) conscience. By rejecting and thrusting from them [their conscience], some individuals have made shipwreck of their faith.  (20)  Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have delivered to Satan in order that they may be disciplined [by punishment and learn] not to blaspheme.  You would be wasting your energy and time to pray otherwise.  What should you do?  Stay out of it!  Don’t meddle where you don’t belong.  You are not always God’s answer to everything.  He may have put this in the responsibility of someone else.  The scripture says to mind your own business.  1 Thessalonians 4:11 MSG  (11)  “Stay calm; mind your own business; do your own job. You've heard all this from us before, but a reminder never hurts.”   You see, Hymenaeus and Alexander were overthrowing the faith of other believers, and God had to step in to protect those vulnerable to their error.  2 Timothy 2:17-18 AMP  “And their teaching [will devour; it] will eat its way like cancer or spread like gangrene. So it is with Hymenaeus and Philetus,  (18)  Who have missed the mark and swerved from the truth by arguing that the resurrection has already taken place. They are undermining the faith of some.”

When Praying for others your faith will be only God-Ward – Even when you are led to pray for others, especially those you don’t personally know, it is important that you keep your faith “God-ward.”  You can not use your faith like you can for yourself when speaking to a “fig tree” or “mountain” in your life.  In that case, you first turn your faith God-ward “have faith in God,” then having believed you received your petition, you can speak directly to the effect of what will happen to the fig tree or mountain.  But when praying for others, you turn your faith only God-ward.   When you are finished praying, you can know for certain what God will do (you have made His power available), but you, apart from a special Word of Wisdom from God, you can not be certain the outcome of it with the individual for whom you prayed.  You can be certain that God is faithful, that he will make what you prayed available, but you can not be sure if the individual will receive it.
No examples of healing as a result of corporate or personal prayer apart from other ministry action taken – It is important to note that the way the Church is praying (putting people on prayer lists, etc.) was not done in the New Testament, nor are there any Biblical testimonies of any healing or miracles accomplished in that manner.   Someone says, “Well the Bible says to “pray for one another that you may be healed.”  While this is true, it invokes other action, not merely a resorting to prayer alone.  The same scripture, in context goes ahead and says, James 5:14-16 AMP  “Is anyone among you sick? He should call in the church elders (the spiritual guides). And they should pray over him, anointing him with oil in the Lord's name.  (15)  And the prayer [that is] of faith will save him who is sick, and the Lord will restore him; and if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.  (16)  Confess to one another therefore your faults (your slips, your false steps, your offenses, your sins) and pray [also] for one another, that you may be healed and restored [to a spiritual tone of mind and heart]. The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power available [dynamic in its working].”
Praise God, whether in and through prayer, or by personal ministry to those oppressed, God has provided a way for everyone to receive if they are willing to believe and express it through an appropriate exercise of faith.  Ultimately, as my wife says, “Every tub has to sit on its own bottom.”  Each person lives and dies by their doctrine, faith in that docrine, and obedience the Spirit concerning it.   

There is no scripture reference indicating that we are some type of “Prayer warriors,”  called of God with the responsibility of changing the world, its cities, or societies thereof.  Jesus said, John 12:32 AMP  “And I, if and when I am lifted up from the earth [on the cross], will draw and attract all men [Gentiles as well as Jews] to Myself.”  The burden is clearly His, and His alone.  Isaiah 9:6-7 JPS  (9:5) For a child is born unto us, a son is given unto us; and the government is upon his shoulder; [he will bear His own burden to fulfill it] and his name is called Pele- joez-el-gibbor-Abi-ad-sar-shalom;  (7)  (9:6) That the government may be increased, and of peace there be no end… and upon his kingdom, to establish it… from henceforth even for ever… The zeal of the LORD of hosts doth perform this.”  It is clearly His doing, nor ours through whatever religious fervor or works we might wish to engage to help Him.
The only warfare we are to engage in is “bring our imaginations into line with God’s Word,” and engaging in the “honorable struggle to enter into a life of faith in God’s promises.”   2 Corinthians 10:4-5 KJV  (4)  “(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)  (5)  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”  1 Timothy 6:12 WNT  “Exert all your strength in the honourable struggle for the faith; to lay hold of the Life of the Ages, to which you were called.”
